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POST-WAR ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE NORTH AZOV REGION:
PROBLEM STATEMENT

Today, the national cultural heritage of Ukraine, including its integral part, the archaeological
heritage, is suffering from the enormous challenges posed by the Russian-Ukrainian war that has been
going on since 2014. From the very beginning of the war, the archaeological sites of eastern Ukraine
were the first to experience the destructive power of Russian aggression.

The North Azov terrains within the Donetsk region in the east of the country are considered to
be one of the most archaeologically rich regions of Ukraine. As of the beginning of 2021, according
to the regional electronic database of archaeological sites, more than 9800 archaeological heritage
objects were registered with the state in Donetsk region. Among the archaeological sites, mounds
occupy a prominent place (over 90% of the total number of registered archaeological sites). This
figure should also include the estimated large number of undiscovered sites [4, p. 16].

It is the burial mounds, concentrated mainly on watershed ridges and plateaus, that are primarily
affected by hostilities. Given the dominant topographical location on the ground and the shape of the
mound itself as an artificial high rise, ancient mounds were often used to set up defence posts or lines.
This was the case in Ukraine during the Second World War. The same is happening during the current
Russian-Ukrainian war. Therefore, the mounds are perhaps the most affected by the fighting among
other archacological objects. However, the war has not spared other types of archaeological sites, as
there are numerous cases of destruction or damage to archaeological settlements, burial grounds,
stone sculptures, etc. [1, p. 32].

Steppe mounds are archaeological objects that have almost always drawn attention to
themselves because of their attractiveness, including among robbers. They were always in plain sight
and have always been an indispensable attribute of the historical and cultural landscape of the North
Azov region. Over the centuries, mounds have suffered the most from anthropogenic impact among
archaeological sites. The issue of looting at burial mounds and ancient settlements, which has become
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a nationwide disaster, has been discussed many times. Sad statistics show an exponential increase in
the scale of this disaster, which primarily affects the mounds of the steppe zone.

Recently, new factors of destruction of archaeological heritage objects and new threats have
emerged, which have been multiplied during the hostilities. Regarding the actions of treasure hunters
during the war, states that in times of war, not only the problems of military resistance but also the
problems of preserving the cultural heritage of Ukraine are of strategic importance. These problems
are directly related to the issue of national identity, the destruction of which is one of the enemy's
objectives. Archaeological heritage is an important and integral part of Ukraine's cultural heritage.
As a result of hostilities, archaeological sites suffer irreparable damage [2].

Today, we can sadly state that not only archaeological sites are being destroyed as a result of
Russian military aggression. Museums, including archaeological collections of the North Azov
region, are being destroyed and stolen. For example, the Museum of History and Archaeology of
Mariupol State University no longer exists physically: the exhibition space was destroyed, and the
remains of the collection and funds were looted by Russian invaders or looters. The archaeological
collection kept in the city museum also suffered a disappointing fate, unfortunately, as a result of the
destruction and devastation of the Mariupol Museum of Local Lore. All three buildings of the
institution were destroyed during the enemy bombing, many exhibits were simply burned or stolen,
and the fate of 60,000 exhibits is currently unknown.

In the context of Russian aggression, the National Council for the Recovery of Ukraine from
the Consequences of the War has developed a "Draft Plan for the Recovery of Ukraine". The materials
of the working group formulated the main problems to be solved within the framework of the
Recovery Plan in the direction of "Preservation of Cultural Heritage". For the archaeological heritage
of Ukraine, among the key challenges due to the enemy's gross violation of the basic principles and
generally recognised norms of international law, it is necessary to emphasise: a real threat to the
preservation of the national cultural heritage and its cultural values; illegal, violent and unjust actions
of the Russian occupiers against the cultural heritage of Ukraine and its cultural values [3].

At all archaeological sites damaged during the war, rescue research, large-scale and complex
in its algorithm, will subsequently have to be carried out. Therefore, taking into account the existing
and possible factors that currently affect the state of preservation of archaeological heritage, it is
imperative to develop a protocol of action at the legislative, methodological and practical levels to
address the challenges of preserving the cultural and historical (archacological) heritage of Ukraine.
These tasks should be implemented within the framework of a national programme, with the
involvement of both national archacological staff and foreign partners.

In any case, future rescue archaeological research after the war should be preceded by large-
scale demining of all Ukrainian territories and field surveys to inventory archaeological sites and
monitor the condition of objects damaged during the fighting.
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HOBITHI BUKJIUKU, ITIOB’SI3AHI I3 3AB/IAHHSIM
INEPEJATYBAHHS JIITOYUCJIEHHS MAPIYITIOJIA

Bin 1746 p., natu yrBopeHHs cenuia Kanbmiycbka nananka (Kambmiyc), MojkHA BECTH BiAJIIK
0e3MmepepBHOTO roCnoIApPChKOr0 OCBOEHHS TEPEHIB, /¢ BUpic Mapiynoins [3]. Lle# icropuunuit Gpaxrt
3 SICHICTIO BIJKPHBCS JUIsI MICLIEBUX KpPA€3HABIIB 3aBISKM IMyOmikamii B IHTCPHETI YMCEIBHUX
oun(poBaHUX ICTOPUYHMX IDKEpEN, y TOMY 4uCIi KaprorpadiuHux marepiamiB Tomo. Binbyiock
MOBEPHEHHS MPU3a0yTOro HapaTUBY MPO KO3AIbKY ICTOPI0 HALIOTO KParo.

VY Takuit croci6 Ha MOPSAAKY JEHHOMY 3 HOBOIO CHJIOIO TTOCTAJI0 MUTAHHS NepeaaTyBaHHA
JTTOYMCICHHA Mapiynoisi NUITXOM ypaxyBaHHSIM B Horo Oiorpadii mamaHoyHoro uacy. Taka
npouexypa He Oyle CynepeyuTd TakKMM BaXJIMBUM MPUHLMIAM JIITOUMCICHHS MICT, SIK
0e3nepepBHICTh ICHYBaHHSI MMOCEICHHS Ta 3HAXO/HKCHHSI BECh 1IeH Yac Ha OJTHOMY i TOMY K MICII.

Jlo moBHOMacmITaOHOrO PAaIIMCTCHKOTO BTOPTHEHHS B YKpaiHy TOJIOBHI MOCaa0BI ocobu
MapiymnoibCbKOTO CAMOBPSIYBAaHHS HE MPHUALISIIN HAJICKHOI yBard MUTAHHSM BUBYCHHS BHUTOKIB
Mapiynouisi, cnuparoyich Ipy bOMY Ha IaJICKO HE O6e310raHH1 MipKyBaHHs O(iLIITHUX Kpae3HABIIIB,
sIK1 BIACTOIOBaIM «Tpadapet 1778 poky», 0 10BUIBHO, 6€3 JUCKYCli BA3HAUMIIM 1aTOI0 3aCHYBAHHS
micta we y 1977 p. Ilpotsirom 6ararbox pokiB My3eiiHE KEpiBHUITBO BUIIPOMIHIOBAJIO HEMIPUXOBAHI,
M’SIKO Ka)Ky4d, HAI[lOHAJIbHUU HITUI3M Ta HEXTYBAaHHSA YKpPAaiHCHbKMM UYHUHHHKOM 1CTOPUYHOT
cnammuHu Hama3os’s. 3okpema, odimiiiHi Kpae3HaBIll BIIEPTO HE 3BEPTAJIM yBary Ha JpKepena, sKi
BiI0OpaXkasii ICTOPUYHY CHAAIIUHY YKpaiHCBKOIro Ko3alTBa Ha TepeHax Hana3zom’s, #oro poisb y
rOCHOJApChKOMY OCBOEHHI Kpal Ta pO3BUTKY HPOAYKTUBHMX CHJI. 3arajioM, HeroBara a0
YKpaiHCBKOT'O AE€P>KaBOTBOPEHHS BUABIISIACH Y AOCIITHULBKIN «TBOPUOCTI» Ta My3elH1i poOOTI IIX
CIEMIAJIICTIB Y TaJIy31 MICIIEBOI 1CTOPIT K CUCTeMHA TeHeHis [1].

Vr1iM, Ha T ecKamamii pPOCIHCHKO-YKPAaiHCHKOI BIWHHM, CHUTyallisi AOKOPIHHHM YHWHOM
smiaunack. Ha mouatrky 2023 p. micekuii rosoBa Mapiynons Bagum boifuenko BUSBHB MparHeHHs
BIJTHOBUTH 1CTOPUYHY CIIPABEIMBICTH CTOCOBHO YacCy 3aCHYBAaHHS HAILIOTO MICTa, SIKE€ Ma€ KO3albKe
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