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AFTERWARDS 
 
 
 
The collection of works “Contemporary Cultural Studies: the 

Actualization of Theoretical and Practical Dimensions” is written by 
leading Ukrainian scientists in cultural studies, who over the last three 
decades consistently develop exactly this very issue that forms and 
argues such notion of crucial importance as “cultural knowledge”. The 
material presented is marked by the scientific novelty, the main theses 
of which are based on a thorough source base, which in its turn confirms 
the creative and exploratory nature of modern Ukrainian humanistic 
studies. 

It is well known that cultural studies is a young science, which 
means that its research space should dynamically be “stuffed” with 
issues that are not fully understood and require further profound studies. 
Recent years, the attention of Ukrainian scientists has been focused on 
the justification recent years, firstly, on the scientific nature of cultural 
studies, and secondly, on the development and systematization of the 
existing conceptual and categorical apparatus, and, thirdly, on the 
disclosure of the role of both the biographical method and its structural 
component – personalization – in the reproduction of “personalized” 
historical and cultural stages of formation, formation and approval of 
the fundamental principles of spiritual development of Ukraine. 

It should be noted that during 2000–2018 years Ukrainian experts 
consider such extraordinary figures as O. Potebnya, I. Franko, 
V. Vynnychenko, O. Kobylyanska, G. Khotkevych, D. Ovsyaniko-
Kulikovskii, O. Dovzhenko, L. Kurbas, M. Zerov, M. Semenko, 
M. Voroniy, G. Shkurupiy, I. Kavaleridze, O. Arkhipenko, 
A. Bogomazov, B. Lyatoshinsky, I. Timchenko, Yu. Yanovsky, 
Y. Shpola, whose living and creative way is analyzed for the first time 
in the Ukrainian humanitarian studies in context not only philosophical 
and aesthetic researches of Ukrainian intellectuals but also those sharp, 
polemical, controversial and political processes by which the culture of 
the end of the XIX and first part of the XX centuries was characterized. 

Scientists who joined the reproduction of the real situation in culture 
that existed onto the territory of Ukraine, managed to combine 
organically the individual researches for each of the mentioned writers, 
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artists, scientists and inventors with the logic of the development of a 
particular historical and cultural period. And this clearly demonstrated 
the potential of cultural analysis in its turn, which greatly expands the 
theoretical and methodological factors – the definition of regional 
specificity of cultural development, dialogism as a factor of activation 
of the creative process, personalization, which helps to identify the self-
value and identity of the creative search model, which is created in the 
process of aesthetic and artistic knowledge of reality – the totality of 
which meets the requirements of the concept of "integrity". In our 
opinion, it is a holistic recreation of the practice of Ukrainian cultural 
education that will allow to assess objectively the heritage of modern 
cultural studies. 

Basing onto the existing groundworks, the authors of the collection 
work “Contemporary Cultural Studies: the Actualization of Theoretical 
and Practical Dimensions” continue to work out those problems or their 
individual aspects, which are considered to be cornerstones. Firstly, it 
concerns the further identification and justification of factors of cultural 
analysis as well as the definition of methods of social and cultural 
determination. A strong theoretical background lies in the problem of 
“sensual culture” which is presented in the “categories of modern 
humanitarian studies”. The list problems that are raised in this collection 
of works proves confirms both the scientific nature of cultural studies 
and the potential of its active cooperation with traditional Humanities, 
philosophy, aesthetics and psychology in particular. In this respect, it is 
advisable to focus onto the clarifying the correlation of cultural studies 
and art history because considering the history of the issue the interests 
of the researches have quite vivid “crossroads”. 

The authors of the collective work stand the ground that further 
productive development of modern cultural studies is a highly important 
factor of “continuity” or its absence in the logics of the movement of 
historical and cultural periods. An example of the destruction of 
“continuity” can be the first decades of the twentieth century, when the 
principles of traditional Ukrainian culture were “blurred” by symbolic, 
futuristic or cubistic experiments that deformed the organic creative 
search links, namely: “tradition – continuity – innovation”. In this sense, 
a special importance has theoretical substantiation of the importance of 
“artistic practices”, which are able to influence actively onto the future 
model of the formation of the culture in Ukraine. 
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The material, which is presented onto the pages of the collective 
work “Contemporary Cultural Studies: the Actualization of Theoretical 
and Practical Dimensions”, reproduces the authors’ points of view, at 
the same time reconstructs all accumulated the ideas and acknowledged 
conceptions with all possible correctness, trying to impartially restore 
the research area of Ukrainian humanism. 

The authors express their sincere gratitude to the reviewers who 
supported the collective monograph and objectively appreciated it. 
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